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Ancient history, rich culture
and abundant nature

The town of Kamiichi is notable for its ancient history, rich culture
and abundant nature. This includes Ooiwasan Nissekiji, a temple
established in 1300 that has long flourished as a place of worship for
practitioners of tantric Buddhism. The rock carving of Fudé Myoo
found on the temple's grounds is recognized by Japan as an
important national heritage site. Nissekiji temple also offers
workshops where visitors can experience ancient Buddhist practices.
These classes have proved particularly popular with women and
international visitors.

Another iconic place of worship is Gammokuzan Ryusenji Temple,
built in the 1300's and linked with the practice of mountain worship.
The long rows of fir trees that line the temple grounds are very
popular as a walking path.

The Tateyama mountain range, connected to Japan's Northern Alps,
is one of the nation's most famous scenic landscapes and also an
important symbol within the practice of mountain worship.

The range's peak, Mt. Tsurugidake, is the only mountain in Japan
partially formed by glaciers and its awe-inspiring shape has made it
the mecca for mountain worship within the Tateyama range.
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Kamiichi Town

Kamiichi Town's location at the foot of the mountain makes it a
scenic countryside area where you can gaze up at this magnificent
mountain view year-round.

There are several hiking routes in Kamiichi town where you can
enjoy traditional rustic scenery, along with panoramic views of the
Toyama plains, Toyama Bay, and Mt. Tsurugi. Kamiichi is also a
habitat for a variety of flora and fauna, such as wild animals like the
Macaca Fuscata, Himalayan black bear, giant flying squirrel, and
racoon dog (tanuki). Various edible wild plants grow as well, arriving
on residents' dining tables from Spring to early Summer.

With natural waters sourced directly from Mt.Tsurugidake, Kamiichi
town has become famous as a good spring water town, drawing
people from throughout Japan. These waters are also regarded as a
miraculous symbol of religious faith.

Kamiichi is thus a town linked with history and natural surroundings,
where the pace of rural Japanese life remains intact and you can
deeply enjoy scenic beauty, culture, tradition and an old-fashioned
lifestyle.
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